BABYLONIAN AND ASSYKIAN RELIGION

the representations of divinities is that of the
' Sun-god-stone/ found by Mr. Hormuzd Eassam
at Abu-habbah (the ancient Sippar), which was
one of the chief seats of his worship. It repre-
sents him, seated in his shrine, holding in
his hand a staff and a ring, his usual emblems,
typifying his position as judge of the world and
his endless course. The position of Merodach as
sun-god is confirmed by the small lapis-lazuli
relief found by the German expedition at the
mound known as Amran ibn 'Ali, as he also
carries a staff and a ring, and his robe is covered
with ornamental circles, showing, in all probability,
his solar nature. In the same place another
small relief representing Rimmon or Hadad was
found. His robe has discs emblematical of the
five planets, and he holds in each hand a thunder-
bolt, one of which he is about to launch forth.
Merodach is accompanied by a large two-horned
dragon, whilst Hadad has a small winged dragon,
typifying the swiftness of his course, and another
animal, both of which he holds with cords.